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Brazil was turned upside down in June 2013 with gigantic demonstrations against police repression against social movements and for more social rights. However, it’s important to reinforce that in the months before these demonstrations, the LGBTIQ movement in Brazil had mobilized thousands of people in a struggle to demand the removal of the protestant pastor and religious fundamentalist Federal Deputy Marco Feliciano from the presidency of the Human Rights Commission of the lower house of National Congress. That fight condemned the way Lula and Dilma Rousseff’s ‘populist’ governments, that were known for making electoral alliances with conservative parties to promote their governability and electoral viability, had downgraded the LGBTIQ rights agenda. It also pointed out the risk of those alliances for the whole working class.

Many times the LGBTIQ movement exposed the immoral relationship between the protestant congressman's private economic interests and corruption. At that time, many left organizations ignored what we said and the fight against religious fundamentalism in the National Congress, because they believed that this was only an issue for women and LGBTIQ people. Three years later, in May 2016, we saw that those conservative segments were a fundamental part of the institutional coup that provisionally impeached the elected president Dilma Rousseff, in order to impose a neoliberal agenda. These conservative sectors instrumentalize homophobia, transphobia, lesbophobia, biphobia and sexism to win a large number of votes. In other words, in spite of the resistance of political scientists, historians, journalists and of the some left organizations in recognizing the role of LGBTIQ movement in the recent Brazilian political process, the fact is that we took part of the vanguard of the social struggles in this country in the last years.

The Worker’s Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores/PT) governments coopted social movements to undercut their radicality and undermine mass demonstrations as the priority tool of social struggles. This process doesn’t only happen in Brazil, but in all Latin America countries with supposedly left wing governments. But we see a new generation of activists that didn't see the PT when it was born in the social struggles of the 1980’s, that doesn't have the same references of the old methods of mobilisation, but that grew in the time of dissatisfaction with “left governments”, that never got to accomplish more radical reforms in the inequality structure that sustain Latin American societies. In Brazil, this new generation includes a huge number of new LGBTIQ activists - of which we are all part - that went to the streets, with the resources and with the political culture they have. Together with the feminist movement, we didn't just advance the debates that would become central to the political life of the country, but we also exposed the difficulty of many left organizations to understand that the LGBTIQ people and the working class have common enemies.

During the 2013 protests, as the right sectors began to dispute the direction of the  movement, demonstrations gradually became acts with strong autonomist perspective, anti-party, nationalist and individualistic, and set the tone of what would be the political culture of the conservative movements that, three years later, took to the streets in our country. When the progressive demonstrations were happening, the LGBTIQ movement had an important role in the dispute of the course of the events, often requiring that demonstrators replace homophobic or sexist watchwords to other non-violent, thus exposing the features contradictions of a process of mass mobilization carried out by very heterogeneous political actors and often without any sensitivity to questions of oppressions. Nevertheless, we go to the streets investing in collective actions, in intersectionality with other struggles (such as anti-racism), class-cutting, boldly and creatively. The Brazilian LGBTIQ movement breaks with the political culture of the unions, centered on a few cisgender white men on sound trucks where only people belonging to political organizations have the right to speak.
We believe that the consolidation of the institutional coup that impeached President Dilma Rousseff is connected to the advance of other neoliberalist and conservative processes in Latin America (such as in Honduras, Paraguay and Argentina), and means the role of the Latin American LGBTIQ movements are even more fundamental. In Brazil, the PT governments barred the advancement of education policies for sexual diversity in schools, prevented the criminalization of homo/lesbo/transphobia (even though this is not a flag of our organization, it is undoubtedly one of the main demands of the social movement), stopped trans people using their social names and dismantling initiatives to prevent HIV-AIDS. The current scenario, with the interim president Michel Temer, who refuses to receive any representative of the LGBTIQ movement for meetings, seems even worse.
Violence, identities and political culture
Brazil is one of the most violent countries in the world for LGBTIQ people. Around 1,600 people died in hate crimes in the past four-and-a-half years, according to research by non-governmental organizations – an average of 400 deaths annually. The life expectancy of Brazilian trans women is only 35 years. Assaults, rapes and other forms of physical, verbal and symbolic violence are also common, in both urban and rural areas. The immense visibility achieved in recent decades coexists with widespread social violence, which in turn is directly reflected in the way we do politics. 

One important dimension of activism is the virtual arena. This political space grows especially at a time of rise of conservatism and democratic instability. There are numerous virtual channels, vlogs, blogs, websites in which LGBTIQ people (and our allies) draw attention to the violence of homo/lesbo/bi/transphobia in their profiles on social networks. It may sound silly, but many LGBTIQ activists of this new generation have been legitimized as national and international political references through Facebook, Youtube and Twitter, giving impetus to the renewal of Brazilian LGBTIQ activism, a process that takes place away from the influence of the Workers' Party (PT).
In a country with high rates of violence against LGBITQ, this is not trivial. Our actual  Pride parades were inspired by a virtual parade in 1997, a pioneer initiative that published anonymous reports of Brazilian LGBTIQ people on a website, seeking to confront a central challenge for the emergence of the LGBTIQ movement: how to claim political rights for those who remain anonymous, most of the time? How to visualize those who may not be visible? Our Prides demonstrate that we are a vast number (the São Paulo Pride takes 4 million people to the streets in a period of historic decline of strikes and union struggles ), occupying the streets of towns and small cities, rich neighborhoods and the favelas. But such visibility has also spurred a backlash against our community. In this sense, the internet activism becomes more important, organizing debates, connecting activists, giving visibility to the cause and mobilizing concrete actions such as protests, meetings and cultural activities.
The consolidation of our sexual identities also influences the way we do politics. The combination of a country with high rates of feminicides and that most kills LGBTIQ people in the world, especially trans women and transvestites, associated with a LGBITQ movement that reflects the sexist and cisnormative structures of the society, imposes enormous difficulties for the participation of lesbians and trans women in political life. As a result, we experience a deep division of the movement, that every day is more and more fragmented in internal debates as the specificities of experienced oppressions by each of its political subjects, differences around issues like "individual experience", and "the right to speech", in addition to political and class differences that cross the political action of LGBTI people worldwide. Not coincidentally, this worsening context of the class struggle and the rise of conservatism, we started to see people expressing their sexual orientation in right wing demonstrations, claiming the neoliberal agenda and withdrawal of rights held by the coup government of Michel Temer and his conservative allies. Although there are no organized groups yet, rightist gay figures begin to gain space in the media with statements that resemble, with some differences, the European homonationalist speech.
The fight goes on!
From the point of view of party politics and the expression of LGBTIQ flags in elections, PSOL, the party that our organization is part of, has been consolidated as an unquestionable reference. We are attracting thousands of LGBTIQ activists from all over the country, who are trying to find a political space to organize their outrage. In the last presidential election, our candidate made the first mention of transphobia in a TV election debate. Our Deputy, Jean Wyllys (the only openly gay congressman in Brazil) was voted successively as the best federal deputy, by policitical journalists. Insurgencia (the FI section in Brazil) is recognized as one of the only organizations that gives priority to discussions about the centrality of struggles against transphobia and biphobia, invisibilized by the Brazilian LGBT movement. We try to bring LGBTIQ struggle in unions and youth movements we lead, in the countryside and the city. We still have many challenges such as the intersection with the ecosocialism or to organize elderly LGBTIQ community, for example, but we not lose sight of the class struggle and the commitment to building socialism. 
